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Permit Guidance  
For 

WSDOT And WSF Painting Projects  
NPDES Permit No. WA-0039039  

And 
General HPA No. GH-D9448-01 

 
1. The NPDES permit authorizes discharge of pressure wash water that result from prep-

washing for the purpose of painting bridge and ferry terminal structures as described 
under Section S1 (D and C) of the permit. This activity is also covered by General HPA 
(GH-D9448-01) Appendix C (Bridge Painting) and G (Ferry Terminal Painting) that is 
effective from July 16, 2003 through July 15, 2008. Terms and conditions between 
permits are consistent. 

2. The NPDES permit is effective from April 3, 2004 through April 3, 2009. 
3. The GHPA is effective from July 16, 2003 through July 15, 2008. 
4. Annual Proposed Project List Report – Each year the WSDOT ESO Permit Program 

Manager (Gregor Myhr) will submit the list of bridges and ferry transfer spans expected 
to be pressure washed and painted for that year.  The report shall be submitted at least 90 
days prior to the start of the activity (NPDES permit section S (B)).  WSDOT expects to 
provide this report to Ecology by the end of January of every calendar year.   

5. Project Pre-notification – The Project Engineer shall notify the Ecology Regional 
Office Water Quality Program by letter or fax at least 3 working days prior to conducting 
the work. Ecology regional staff prefer to be notified by email (See below for email 
addresses for appropriate Ecology regional contacts).   Required information includes 
agency name, contact person, and telephone number, type of activity, water body name, 
bridge location, number and milepost, and the start and end date. Latitude and longitude 
coordinates are also required and can be obtained by using the Environmental 
Information Management system at the following website: 
 http://apps.ecy.wa.gov/eimreporting/GISViewer/viewer.htm.  The WSDOT 
environmental workbench may also be used. The Project Engineer shall also notify 
WDFW Regional Habitat Manager at least 3 working days prior to conducting the work 
as required in Appendix B of the General HPA. 

6. Monitoring – WSDOT shall sample one representative project per year by collecting a 
composite sample of effluent (NPDES section S2 (A)).  WSDOT ESO will manage this 
task in coordination with the Bridge Office and Region Project Office.   

7. Project Conditions –  
a. Section S1 C of the permit identifies the conditions that are applicable to bridge 

painting projects.  Important limitations include the following: 
i. WSDOT is allowed to discharge filtered waste water resulting from 

pressure washing to rivers with flows between 55 cfs (89 cfs Western 
Washington) and 4200 cfs (7900 cfs in Western Washington) only if 
WSDOT conducts a waste specific translator study (NPDES section S 6).  
WSDOT ESO will manage this task in coordination with the Bridge 
Office. This evaluation will also determine the number of pressure 
washers allowed to operate for the project. 

ii. WSDOT ESO will also coordinate with the Bridge Office to analyze 
future bridge painting projects to determine whether filter fabric water 
treatment will be acceptable or not. 
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b. Section S1 D of the permit identifies the conditions that are applicable to ferry 
terminal painting projects. 

8. Post Project Reporting – The WSDOT ESO will contact Regional Project Office’s and 
WSF in December of each calendar year to receive and compile project reporting 
information for that year.   

9. Annual Project Completion Reporting – WSDOT Environmental Services Office shall 
submit to Ecology SEA Program by January 31st an annual report of bridge and ferry 
terminal painting activities.  The same information will be forwarded to WDFW per 
reporting requirements of the GHPA above.  Required information includes region name, 
water body name, bridge name, road number and milepost, date of work, problems 
encountered and recommendations for improvement.  WSDOT and WSF project offices 
are not required to report lat and long information (ESO staff will convert using GIS 
tools). 

 

Ecology Regional Contact Information: 
Southwest Region  
P.O. Box 47775  
Olympia, WA 98504-7775  
Fax # 360-407-6305  

Deborah Cornett - supervisor for water quality 
inspectors/construction  
dcor461@ecy.wa.gov.  360-407-7269  

Margaret Hill - water quality inspector  
mhil461@ecy.wa.gov. 360-407-0246  

Janet Boyd - water quality inspector  
jboy461@ecy.wa.gov. 360-407-0245  

Besty Dickes - water quality inspector  
bedi461@ecy.wa.gov. 360-407-6283  

Rusty Post - water quality inspector (Vancouver field office)  
rpos461@ecy.wa.gov. 360-690-4787 

Northwest Region  
3190 160th Ave SE  
Bellevue, WA 9808-5452  
Fax # 425-649-7098  

Don Seeberger - Unit Supervisor for the Water Quality 
Inspectors/Construction  
dsee461@ecy.wa.gov.  425-649-4424  

John Drabek - supervisor for the water quality 
inspectors/industrial unit  
Note - John's group works pretty closely with Don's group - some 
overlap so John is listed more of a backup but should be included 
in all e-mail notifications. jdra461@ecy.wa.gov.  425-649-7293 

Central Region  
15 West Yakima Ave Suite 200  
Yakima, WA 98902-3452  
Fax # 509-575-2809  

Jeff Lewis - supervisor for water quality inspectors  
jlew461@ecy.wa.gov.  509-454-7207  

Ray Latham - water quality inspector  
rlat461@ecy.wa.gov.  509-575-2807  

Terry Whittmeier  
twit461@ecy.wa.gov.  509-574-3991 

Eastern Region  
N 4601 Monroe  
Spokane, WA 99205-1295  
Fax # 509-329-3570  

Lenox Bramble (called Len) - supervisor for water quality permit 
writers  
lbra461@ecy.wa.gov.   
509-329-3504  

Mike Hepp - water quality inspector  
mhep461@ecy.wa.gov.   
509-329-3536 

 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Contact Information: 
Region 1 – Spokane:  509-456-4082 Region 4 – Mill Creek:  425-775-1311 
Region 2 - Ephrata:  509-754-4624 Region 5 – Vancouver:  360-906-6700 
Region 3 – Yakima:  509-575-2740 Region 6 – Montesano:  360-249-4628 
 


